The UNITER

First United Church is a place where
God's love, our faith, and real life intersect.
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Free Community Meals are served every Wednesday night
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome!

Since starting
: P Free Community Meals at
‘ vf : ?f’;‘ y e ¢ First United Church in
é i October 2025, we have served
i, ] . over 2,500 meals!

THANK YOU to each and
every one of you that has
contributed!

Please hold in your prayers:
All to share God’s peace, Ashbaugh family, Buck’s brother Harry,

Cathy’s friends Carol and Dale, Marty Cole family, Debra’s cousin Leroy,
Grief and loneliness, Haiti Partnership, Amy Happke, Caden Happke,
Health and healing, Eunice Holt, Ted Janzen family, Ella Krecklau, Roxanne Kyro,
Laurie’s prayers for Bill, The Lindenfelser family, Patrick May,

Lynn McCarthy, Meghan Moran family, Ryan Osvold,

Paula’s grandson Kael, Kathy Pederson’s niece, Deanne Romaine,

Paul Schultz, Mary Jean Stobb, Those in recovery, George Toschak,

The UCC and UMC, Victims of the Venezuelan Earthquakes, Our youth




NEW TEAM! Kitchen & Conversation Team update: Kitchen Cleanup

If you walk into the kitchen and storage area of the church, you might notice some changes! The
Kitchen & Conversation Team worked hard, and together, cleaning out and reorganizing both spaces.
You might not find things in the same drawers, or the same places; but there is a logic to our switching
things up. Our motto was “Like things together” and we strived to make that happen. So now, if you are
looking for tongs to use for Fellowship Hour or to flip something on the grill...all tongs are together.
All paper plates are together; all cups are together. You get the drift.
Our next task is finding a label that will stick to the cabinets; but we have tried to put temporary labels

on the cupboards to help you when you are navigating the new system.

We hope you find the cleanup and organization a good thing that will make your work experience in
the kitchen a positive one!

Jenelle Peters

Kitchen & Conversation Team Leader

BE the church! Sign-up sheets on the oak table in the back of the sanctuary for:

Hospitality — Be in charge of a specific coffee hour. If you have not done this before, please don’t
hesitate to contact the office.

Greeters: Welcome all to Sunday Worship.

THANK YOU to each of you that have signed up!

You are invited to join us on Thursday, July 16" at 1:00pm at St. Francis to
Pray for our Country.
Use the main entrance and go up the stairs. We meet in the Peace room.
All are welcome.

Please join us on Wednesday, July 22nd for a discussion of Judy Jueb’s book
The Memorial of Jesus. We will meet in the Fireside room at 4:30.
If you don’t have a copy of the book, please contact Judy at 320-249-5722.

Weekly Receipts — May 2026

Weekly Receipts — June 2026

Date Amt. Budgeted | Amt. Received
5/3/26 $3,587.00 $3,408.00
5/10/26 3,587.00 1,884.00
5/17/26 3,587.00 1,046.00
5/24/26 3,587.00 1,290.00
5/31/26 | 3,587.00 2,863.00

Date Amt. Budgeted | Amt. Received
6/7/26 $3,587.00 $2,310.00
6/14/26 3,587.00 057.00
6/21/26 3,587.00 2,076.00
6/28/26 3,587.00 1,365.00
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Happy month of July! In last week’s sermon (July 5) I used a handful of quotes to illuminate
how Christ’s call to genuinely love one another can be represented within our identity as the
United States of America. And while my words are not prescient or unique, I believe these
quotes to be powerful reminders of just what our God inspires us to be as a nation—one people;
sharing, caring, valuing, supporting, upholding, affirming, and loving one another; celebrating
our differences, uniting in our collective humanity. Thus, in what follows, I have included those
quotes as part of my Uniter article for this month.

Dear Friends,

I pray that this article finds you well, that you know you are loved and always have been, and
that your July and every month to follow is one of Life, Liberty, Happiness, and God’s Grace
shining upon you. In the Name above all names, I pray, Amen!

Pastor Tony Romaine
“Quotes that define America”’

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.—The Declaration of Independence

"This country will not be a permanently good place for any of us to live in unless we make it a
reasonably good place for all of us to live in." — Theodore Roosevelt

"We shall all be alike — brothers of one father and one mother, with one sky above us and one
country around us, and one government for all." — Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce

"We all do better when we work together. Our differences do matter, but our common humanity
matters more." — Billie Jean King.

"Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that." — Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

“America has never been united by blood or birth or soil. We are bound by ideals." — George
W. Bush

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.—The Declaration of Independence (edited)

L All these quotes, except for the last which is my edited Declaration of Independence, come from the email |
received from the Builders group at this website: https://buildersmovement.org.
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https://buildersmovement.org/

July 2026 — Youth & Family Ministries Newsletter

“Let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” — 1 John 3:18

Summer is Here—Let’s Serve, Grow, and Have Fun Together!

Summer is one of my favorite seasons in ministry. While school takes a break, our opportunities
to grow in faith certainly don’t! Throughout July, we’ll be welcoming visitors, serving our
neighbors, and enjoying time together as a church family. Whether you have an hour or a whole
afternoon to give, there’s a place for everyone to be involved.

‘ FreshWater FaithWorks is Coming!!

At the end of July, First United Church will welcome youth and leaders from across Minnesota as
we host FreshWater FaithWorks, an intergenerational service-learning experience focused on
faith, creation, and loving our neighbors.

As hosts, we have the opportunity to extend the warm hospitality that First United is known for.
We’re looking for volunteers to help on:

e Friday, July 31
e Saturday, August 1

Whether you enjoy greeting people, serving meals, helping with activities, or simply making
others feel at home, we’d love your help. This is a wonderful opportunity to build relationships
while supporting young people as they grow in faith through service.

&# Picnic Pals: Loving Our Neighbors

One of the most meaningful ministries in our congregation this summer has been Picnic Pals.
Every distribution serves approximately 40-60 families of our community with food, care, and a
friendly face.

Volunteers are always welcome to:

H

e & Pack food bags
e & Help with distribution
e @ Offer a warm smile and conversation

You don’t need any special experience—just = g == g G
a willing heart. Together, we're living out Christ’s call L \ L_

to feed and care for our neighbors. Picnic Pals volunteers



g
4=/ Thank you Picnic Pals
"y volunteers!

ﬁ Annual School Supply Drive Begins July 26

As another school year approaches, we’ll once again collect school supplies to help local
students begin the year equipped for success.

Beginning July 26, donation bins will be available throughout the month of August. Every
notebook, backpack, box of crayons, and package of pencils reminds a child that their church
community believes in them.

Let’s help every student start the school year with confidence!
¢ Bowling & Mission Trip Interest Meeting — July 26
Join us on Sunday, July 26 for an afternoon of bowling, laughter, and fellowship!

During our time together, we’ll also hold an informational meeting for folks interested in our next
intergenerational mission trip. Whether you've participated before or are simply curious about
what a service-learning trip involves, we'd love to share our vision and answer your questions.

It's never too early to begin planning for an experience that can deepen faith, build friendships,
and change lives.

As we enjoy the gifts of summer, may we remember that every act of kindness, every hour of
service, and every invitation extended reflects Christ’s love in our community. Thank you for
making First United a place where faith is lived out through action, hospitality, and joyful service.

“Let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” — 1 John 3:18
With gratitude,

Shelley Lindenfelser
Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator



MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW LAY LEADPER

Hello,

My name is Deanna Anderson and I would like to introduce myself to you as your Lay Leader. I would
like to tell you about my biggest love about Summertime: CAMPING! I love to head out with my
camper to new locations each time I go out (or some of the places we went to when I was much
younger with my parents and sisters). Once there, I can be out in the woods, where I can walk the trails
through the trees and/or by the water. That is where I can spend time with God and the sights and
sounds of nature. Some places are very quiet, some have all sorts of wonderful sounds.

Camping has been a love of mine since | was little, staying in a camper built by my Dad, and the
canvas sewn by my Mom.

Enjoy your summer!

Deanna Anderson, Lay Leader

MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW ASSISTANT LAY LEADER
Hi,
I am Mike Podtburg. This past June I was elected to serve as your Assistant Lay Leader. Currently I
work part time doing medical transportation. That is, I transport people from their residence to medical
appointments. Most of my transports are wheelchair bound. It is an activity that is fun, rewarding and
necessary. As I read the First United Church Welcoming Statement and Mission Statement printed
each Sunday in our bulletin, I believe this also applies to us individually and collectively as a church.
Church membership is an activity that is fun, rewarding and necessary. Let us consider this as we
move forward together.

-Mike

Our Free Little Pantry in the north parking lot
is continually stocked with food available to all!

THANK YOU to all contributors and
volunteers!




FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Annual Congregational Meeting
June 7, 2026

The 2026 Congregational Meeting was in-person and Zoom and was held following the worship
service.

The meeting was called to order at 10:56 am by Lay Leader Carol Ann Hoffman.

Debra Bultnick moved to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2025 Congregational meeting. It was
seconded by Cathy Hartle and passed.

Wendy Zylka moved to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2026 budget meeting. It was seconded
by Dianne Spillum and passed.

Garry Bultnick moved to accept the 2025 — 2026 Team reports. Seconded by Nancy Flolid and
passed.

Greg Zylka moved to approve the 2025 financial report submitted by the Finance team. Second by
Nancy Flolid and passed.

Helen McLennan made a motion to approve the First United Church By-law changes. Second by
Dianne Spillum and passed.

Andrea Lauer made a motion to approve the Mission, Ministry & Outreach (M, M & O) By-law
changes. Second by Dianne Spillum and passed.

Debra Bultnick moved to approve the slate of officers for 2026 — 2027 as presented by the
Nominations team. It was seconded by Andrea Lauer and passed.

The officers elected are:
Lay Leader — Deanna Anderson
Assistant Lay Leader - Mike Podburg
Recording Secretary — Andrea Lauer
Treasurer - Rosie Brower
Financial Secretary — Dianne Spillum
Memorial Fund Secretary — Diana Poehler
Members at Large: Jeanette Donahue, Craig Pooler, Cathy Hartle

Debra Bultnick moved to approve Mike Hendrickson and Helen McLennan as new members of the M,
M & O team. Second by Andrea Lauer and passed.

Debra Bultnick moved and Wendy Zylka seconded to approve a new team- Kitchen & Conversation —
and six new members for the team to be chaired by Jenelle Peters. The motion passed.

Helen McLennan gave an oral Thank You to retiring Carol Ann Hoffman for four years as the First
United Lay Leader. The congregation applauded Carol Ann.

The meeting adjourned at 11:05 am. A big THANK YOU to

Recorded and submitted by Recording Secretary Al Libke. Al Libke for four years

Al Libke — Recording Secretary of dedicated service as
First United Church

Recording Secretary!




