The UNITER

First United Church is a place where
God's love, our faith, and real life intersect.
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Thank you to everyone who made the “Butter Bucks” collection a success! Seventy two pounds of
butter and $165 in checks were collected and donated to the Morrison County Food Shelf.
Your generosity is very much appreciated!

All are welcome to stay after worship on Sunday, November
16 to help decorate the church for advent!
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The church office will be closed on
Thursday, November 27" & Friday, November 28",

The First United Church
Christmas program will be
Sunday, December 14th
during worship.




Please hold the following in your prayers:
Gary Behrens, Robert and Patty Best,

Laurie Beuning’s father and sister, Marty Cole, Jerry Freed Family,
Haiti Partnership Pastor Labonte and the Matters family,
Cathy Hartle, Dacia Johnson, Joyce Kamrowski,

Allie Kotzian’s cousin Marty Strom family, Roxanne Kyro,
Doug Larsen, Sylvia Thomasson, All those serving our country,
Our Nation, Chaplain Gregg Valentine, Debra Yliniemi-Ahlin
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MATTHEW 6:9-13

Attention: First United Church’s policy is to keep names on the prayer list for one month at a time.
After this month, if you would still like prayers for your loved one, please contact the church office and
request that their name(s) be added to the Prayer Chain.

) Please join us on Thursday, November 20™ at 1:00pm at the Little Falls
) Library to pray for our country! All are welcome! Thanks, Andrea L.

Volunteers needed! Sign-up sheets on the oak table in the back of the sanctuary for:

Hospitality - Be in charge of a specific coffee hour. T
If you have not done this before, please don’t hesitate A(M'{y e
to contact the office.

Volu(ntccrs

Greeters: Welcome all to Sunday Worship.
THANK YOU to each of you that have signed up!

Weekly Receipts — October 2025

Date Amt. Budgeted | Amt. Received
10/5/25 $2,808.00 $1,891.00
10/12/25 2,808.00 6,583.00
10/19/25 2,808.00 1,953.00
10/26/25 2,808.00 1,533.00

We will be adding poinsettias to the altar for the advent season!
If you would like to donate to the Flower Fund, it would be appreciated.
You may designate your donation to be in honor or in memory of a loved one.
Thank you for your support!

Name Donation $

In Memory of:

In Honor of:
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As we enter a season of thankfulness and prepare for the coming of our Savior through the Advent
season, I found this poem which I recently read at Teri Kroll’s funeral. I find it a helpful reminder
of a perspective to keep as we journey in our faith:

Dear Friends,

WHAT WILL MATTER by Michael Josephson

Ready or not, someday it will all come to an end.
There will be no more sunrises, no minutes, hours, or days.
All the things you collected, whether treasured or forgotten,
will pass to someone else.

Your wealth, fame, and temporal power will shrivel to irrelevance.
It will not matter what you owned or what you were owed.
Your grudges, resentments, frustrations, and jealousies will finally disappear.
So, too, your hopes, ambitions, plans, and to-do lists will expire.

The wins and losses that once seemed so important will fade away.
It won’t matter where you came from
or what side of the tracks you lived on at the end.
It won’t matter whether you were beautiful or brilliant.
Even your gender and skin color will be irrelevant.

So what will matter? How will the value of your days be measured?
What will matter is not what you bought but what you built;
not what you got but what you gave.
What will matter is not your success but your significance.
What will matter is not what you learned but what you taught.
What will matter is every act of integrity, compassion, courage,
or sacrifice that enriched, empowered, or encouraged others to emulate your example.

What will matter is not your competence but your character.
What will matter is not how many people you knew
but how many will feel a lasting loss when you ’re gone.
What will matter is not your memories but the memories of those who loved you.
What will matter is how long you will be remembered, by whom, and for what.

Living a life that matters doesn’t happen by accident.
It’s not a matter of circumstance but of choice.
Choose to live a life that matters.

May God bless your November, fill your hearts with thankfulness, and be present with you in ways
beyond imagining; that you would truly choose what does, and will, matter, Amen!

God Bless, Pastor Tony



MESSAGE FROM OUR YOUTH & FAMILY PROGRAM COORDINATOR

% Back Together with Gratitude @
Dear Church Family,

As we move into the season of Thanksgiving, | find myself especially grateful to be back among this
beloved congregation. After time away caring for Mike, it has been a true joy to return to worship,
fellowship, and ministry alongside each of you.

Your prayers, kind words, and constant support have carried our family through difficult days—and
now, in this season of giving thanks, I want to say how deeply I appreciate this faith community. You
have shown us what it means to embody God’s love.

Just as the table on Thanksgiving is made more beautiful when everyone brings something to share, our
church is made stronger and more vibrant because of the unique gifts each of you brings. Thank you for
being the hands, heart, and hope of Christ.

&5 Holiday Fun & Faith Formation ¢

November brings many opportunities for our youth, families, and those young at heart to connect, play,
and grow in faith together:

e ¥'November 2 — Come to church dressed in your Halloween costume as we celebrate All
Saints’ Day. Bring candy to share!

e (| November 19 — Stay after the Community Meal for a Family Movie Night. Bring a blanket
and enjoy a cozy evening together.

e % December 7 — Join us for our Holiday Cookie Bake! We’ll bake and decorate cookies for
sharing joyfully across generations.

& Youth Christmas Program - December 14 4

Rehearsals begin this month for our Youth Christmas Program, happening Sunday, December 14.
This year’s program will continue our tradition of joyful storytelling and celebration through music and
drama.

A huge thank you to Amanda Hlad and Amanda Romaine for your years of leadership and for
mentoring new volunteers into the future. You’ve helped make this event a meaningful tradition!

If you’re interested in helping with program coordination or props, please contact Allie Kotzian or
myself—we’d love your help bringing the nativity story to life.



I’m also so grateful to Deanna and Jenelle, who continue to support our Sunday School program when
I’'m away. Your steady presence makes all the difference. It truly takes all of us to be the Body of
Christ, and to make sure every child feels known, loved, and embraced.

[ Free Little Food Pantry - A Legacy of Love @

This fall, we’ve begun the work of launching our Free Little Food Pantry, inspired by our summer
mission trip. It’s a simple yet powerful way to care for our neighbors—providing access to food and
basic supplies with dignity and grace.

We hope to expand this effort throughout the community in partnership with other churches and
organizations. Here’s how you can help:

e Build or paint pantry boxes
e Donate food Kits or ingredients

e Give financial support to keep shelves stocked

Together, we are carrying forward the spirit of service and making a tangible impact in our own
backyard.

JA A Faith Practice Challenge 4

Each Sunday, your bulletin includes a Taking Faith Home handout—filled with practical ways to
weave faith into your daily life.

This month, I challenge you to pick one element to try each week:

e [J Watch the daily Bible reading videos
e ,.Trythe weekly prayer to begin or end your day
e 7 Use the caring conversation question at the dinner table or during a car ride

° Share a blessing or mealtime prayer with loved ones

Faith doesn’t need to be complicated—it’s often the smallest, most consistent practices that help us stay
grounded in God’s love.

With Thanksgiving and joy,

Shelley Lindenfelser
Youth & Family Program Coordinator



MESSAGE FROM OUR LAY LEADER

Do you have a talent to share at Church? For several years I thought I was too busy. I was there
several years ago until someone asked me to help serve fellowship. I never realized there was a joy I
could gain from joining into work with other people serving.

We need volunteers on Sunday to greet. Do you see yourself smiling and being friendly? Maybe sign
up to greet before church on Sunday. If you don’t want to do it alone, ask a friend to join you.

Fellowship after church is a time for gathering and visiting. We have people who are willing to pair
with you.

Wednesday night Free Community Meals offer an opportunity for more fellowship with members of
our community. Let Pastor Tony know if you are willing to help.

There are still opportunities to serve on a team.

Carol Ann Hoffman
Lay leader

FIRST UNITED CHURCH
Administrative Council Meeting — October 21, 2025

Lay Leader Carol Ann Hoffman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Present were:

Carol Ann Hoffman, Lay Leader

Al Libke, Recording Secretary

Andrea Lauer — Member at Large

Deanna Anderson — Assistant Lay Leader

Edith Lowe — UCWA

Dianne Spillum — Financial Secretary

Rosie Brower - Treasurer

Diana Poehler — Memorial Fund Secretary

Julie Witucki — Pastor Parish Relations

Nancy B Flolid — Food Shelf and Mission, Ministry and Outreach
Jenelle Peters — Member at Large

Jill Griffith-McRaith — Member at Large

Renae Oothoudt — Worship Team

Randy Norcutt - Building, Grounds, and Equipment

Opening devotion — Lay Leader Carol Ann Hoffman started with a prayer.

Agenda: Finance and Mission, Ministry and Outreach written reports were added to the agenda.
Diana Poehler moved to approve the revised agenda. Dianne Spillum seconded it, and it passed.

Minutes: Andrea Lauer moved to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2025, meeting, second
by Jenelle Peters. It passed.

Financial Report. The September financial report was reviewed. Al Libke moved to approve the
September 2025 Financial Report. Rosie Brower seconded and it passed.
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Pastor’s Report: Lay Leader Carol Ann reported that Tony Romaine wants to know what the AD
council expectations are for his work as Pastor. There was constructive discussion by attendees. The
Lay Leaders will review relevant items with him.

Committee Reports: Written reports were received from the Finance team, the Mission, Ministry and
Outreach team and the Worship team. Dianne Spillum moved to accept the reports. It was seconded
by Jenelle Peters, and it passed.

Unfinished Business

Randy Norcutt reported that the Building, Grounds and Equipment team received a second quote for
sidewalk cement work but that will be delayed until next Spring, providing opportunity for a third
quote. He reviewed ballpark estimates for other possible improvements.

Andrea Lauer moved to approve $751.68 for exterior rust and stain removal to be done before winter.
Second by Diana Poehler and passed.

New Business:

The Mission, Ministry and Outreach team recommended a $723.00 donation to an individual for rent
assistance. Renae Oothoudt moved to approve the $723 donation, second by Jenelle Peters and
passed.

Andrea Lauer moved that Mission, Ministry and Outreach donate $500.00 to Little Pantries for start-
up funds. The initial pantries are to be for food storage and for personal hygiene items, second by
Diana Poehler and passed.

The M, M & O committee asked for discussion by the AD Council as to what the charter for the team
should be. After discussion, Dianne Spillum made a motion that M, M & O should move more money
from investments to CDs to better protect the funds. Andrea Lauer seconded the motion and it
passed.

The proposed First United Church 2026 Budget submitted by the Finance team was reviewed. Julie
Witucki moved to accept the proposed budget, second by Rosie Brower and passed.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

The meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm.

The next meeting will be November 18, 2025.Team reports are due November 11, 2025.

Al Libke — Recording Secretary

e
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Bible Study meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in-person and 6:00 p.m.
online via Zoom.

If you would like to join us, contact Pastor Tony.

All are welcome!

Food Shelf Donation ideas

Have you ever wanted to donate to the Food Shelf but don’t know what to give? Here is a good
starter list of what to donate and possibly what not to donate.
Thank you to Andrea Lauer for this list.

1. Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it for cereal which they also get a lot of.

2. Everyone donates Kraft Mac and Cheese in the box. They can rarely use it because it needs

milk and butter, which is hard to get from regular food banks.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. They cannot eat all the awesome canned veggies and soup unless you put a can opener in too
or buy pop tops.

5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice a-Roni which they also get a lot of.

6. Spices or salt and pepper would be a real Christmas gift.

7. Tea bags and coffee make them feel like you care.

8. Sugar and flour are treats.

9. They appreciate fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.

10.Seeds are cool in Spring and Summer because growing can be easy for some.

11.They rarely get fresh meat.

12.Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.

13.Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.

14.They get lots of peanut butter and jelly but usually not sandwich bread.

15.Butter or margarine is nice too.

16.Eggs are a real commodity.

17.Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child's birthday cake.

18.Dishwashing detergent is very expensive and is always appreciated.

19.Feminine hygiene products are a luxury, and women will greatly appreciate them.

20.Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.



HAITI PARTNERSHIP
FIRST UNITED CHURCH

Jo N 1000 FIRST ST. SE
U . LITTLE FALLS, MN 56345
Haiti = Minnesota HAITIPARTNERSHIPMN@GMAIL.COM
Working Together 320.632.5468

Travay Ansanm

HAITI

PARTNERSHIP

October, 2025
Greetings to you, our friends and partners!

As this year draws to a close and we look forward to 2026, the Haiti Partnership would like to update you on all
that we've accomplished by working together. The ongoing violence and instability within Haiti has kept our
American partners from traveling to work alongside our Haitian partners, but we continue to make an impact
thanks to the generous support of our donors, grants and the logistical talents of OPB2M and EMH. (OPB2M
is the group of community leaders in Yvon and EMH is the Haitian Methodist Church which facilitates the
secure transfer of funds as well as other logistical support.)

Below is a brief synopsis of the Partnership's 2025 projects; the photos on the back were sent by our Haitian
partners showing the work and its impact.

From January through mid-October of 2025, the Partnership invested in projects for the health, economic
empowerment, and dignified living for the people in Yvon and Sobier.

The specific projects were:

. 3 - 4 day mobile medical clinics in Yvon and Sobier. Mobile medical clinics include "our" Haitian
physician, Dr. Evans, a Dentist, a nurse, 7 health care workers and medications, ($6300/quarter)
Salary support for Nurse St. Lot who conducts the monthly nurse clinics ($300)

Construction of 4 homes ($7660)
Food relief for the elderly and vulnerable in the two communities ($4,000)
Expansion of the Goat Project - purchase of 66 goats, training for farmers, veterinarian care (7800)

Our total investment in these projects was $38,660. This year's investment in these communities goes far
beyond the money sent and the projects completed; the real value in our work is the love, caring and hope that
working together brings. That investment is priceless.

100% of your donation goes directly to the needs in Haiti. We invite you to consider including the Haiti
Partnership on your year-end giving, or IRA roll-over plans. Tax-deductible donations to the Haiti Partnership
can be made by:
. Going to firstunitedlf.org - First United Church is our fiscal host. Please click on menu and choose
GIVE in the "Give To" box to designate your gift to the Haiti Partnership.
. Sending a check made out to "First United Church" with "Haiti Partnership" in the memo line to: Haiti
Partnership, First United Church, 1000 1st Street SE, Little Falls, MN 56345.

If you have any questions on the work of the Haiti Partnership we encourage you to email us and we would be
happy to tell you more.

Be well and Bondye beni nou, zanmi nou!

The Haiti Partnership



Building Homes

10



